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o·va·tion (ō-ˈvā-shən) noun

1.  an expression or demonstration of popular acclaim especially by  
enthusiastic applause

synonyms: acclamation, applause, cheer, cheering, 
"They received a warm ovation when they came out on stage."

Ovation is a competitive board game set in Western Europe during the late 18th- and early 
19th-centuries. Players take on the role of one of six composers from the classical era of 
Western art music and attempt to build their legacy through seeking their fortune, gaining 
patrons to support their work, and most importantly performing great pieces of music. 

You don't need to know anything about music in order to play the game, but Ovation can 
help us learn a little about classical music as well as about what the world was like in 
Europe at the time. 

What is Classical Music?

noun  1. serious music following long-established principles rather than a folk, jazz, or popular tradition.
(more specifically) music written in the European tradition during a period lasting approximately from 
1750 to 1830, when forms such as the symphony, concerto, and sonata were standardized.

Often people say “classical music” to mean the entire genre of serious music as described by the first part of the 
definition. However, looking at the more specific definition, we can see one of the reasons why simply saying 
“classical music” can be a bit confusing. There are actually seven different periods in Western music history, only 
one of which is “classical” (see the timeline below). Did you notice we just used another term - “Western” - to be 
even more specific? Serious art music certainly exists in many cultures and regions of the world, so how can we be 
more clear and accurate? Using the term “Western art music” for what you may have previously thought of as 
classical music can help. Then when we're focusing on the classical music era that is featured in Ovation, we'll know
that we mean the specific 70-year period that's just one part of Western European music history. It also helps us 
explain when folks ask why other famous composers like Johann Sebastian Bach aren't in this “classical music” 
game. Bach is from the Baroque era. We don't fix Bach in Ovation, because Ovation isn't Baroque! 
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Activity:
Cut out the composers' images above and stick them onto Classical msuic timeline based on the time of their birth. 
Then draw a line to approximately when they died. Do you notice that Beethoven and Schubert cross over between 
the classical and romantic periods? They were both instrumental (pun intended!) in ushering in the Romantic era of 
Western art music. Listen to their music to see if you can hear the difference between their early compositions and 
their later ones or even between their music and work of the other composers in Ovation. Also note that Haydn was 
born before the start of the classical period, but he had only begun composing as a teenager in 1750, practically a 
late bloomer compared to Mozart who was composing as early as 5 years old!

Western Europe in the late 18th through early 19th centuries

Now that we've established when we are in Ovation, let's look at where we are. This map of Europe from 1714 
shows what political boundaries were like near the time that Ovation takes place.  

The city of Vienna in Austria (red star in the Habsburg Monarchy) was one of the major centers of the classical music
era, and it's where most of the composers in Ovation lived and wrote, while Joseph Bologne, Chevalier de Saint-
Georges was in France. During the lifetimes of the composers, many things changed. The Habsburg Monarchy 
became the Austrian Empire in 1804, and France's revolution occurred in 1789. The French Revolutionary Wars 
(1792-1799) followed and then concluded with Napoleon becoming leader of France. He continued to push for 
power, fighting battles in many parts of Europe. How do you think that impacted artists in Europe?

Activity:
Find a map of Europe from after 1804 and compare it to this map from 1714. How much did Europe change during 
the time that Ovation takes place?  You can also compare the map above to a modern political map of the continent 
of Europe. What differences can you see?





com·pos·er ˌ(kəm-ˈpō-zər) noun
1. a person who writes music

synonyms: melodist, musician
"Mozart and Beethoven are 
 renowned composers."

Patrons and a Patron Activity:
At the beginning of the classical era, composers would be employed either by the church or by working for a wealthy
patron. This was known as the patronage system, and it ensured composers had a regular salary composing music, 
It wasn't a perfect system for the composers, though. They weren't always paid well, and they mostly had to write 
music based on what their employer wanted. Due to financial and political shifts, the system was mainly gone by the 
end of the classical era. All of the Patron names in Ovation are inspired by real people who would have been in the 
same places and at the same time as the composers in the game. Many of them really did have a role in the 
composers lives, like Beethoven's friend George Bridgetower who played violin and Constanze Mozart, the great 
composer's wife. You can see a full list of all the patrons on our website. As an activity, choose one patron to learn 
more about. Write a journal entry about a day in their life, or put together a presentation about who they were, where
they lived, and which of the composers they encountered or may have encountered.

Listening Activities:
Classics for Kids by Cincinnati Public Radio is a wonderful series of podcasts on NPR. Highly recommend checking 
out the series on Mozart, Beethoven, Haydn and Schubert. There isn't a series on Martines or Saint-Georges, but 
there are some on women composers and Black composers that are more great listening.  
The Classics for Kids website also has a wealth of information and content on Western art music. On this page, each
era has a short description and a link for listening and learning more. 
Looking Glass Workshop has created playlists on Spotify for each of the composers' Magnum Opus cards that are 
featured in Ovation. 

Recommended resources on Western Art Music history:
Leonard Bernstein did a series of Young Peoples' Concerts from 1958-1972. One of the early episodes was entitled 
What Is Classical Music, the transcript for which is on his website. It's a great read to help understand the classical 
period of music that is the setting for Ovation. 

Affordable Learning Georgia has a great chapter on the Classical Era in their Music and the Human Experience text 
by Neil Boumpani and Justin Carteret. It even has a whole section on The Chevalier de Saint-Georges.

Eras: A Glossary by The Listener's Guide is a great introduction to each era, describing what characterized each of 
them. He also begins by talking about the term classical music and why it's problematic as a term for all serious art 
music. 

A Brief History of Music by Musicolophilia provides some wonderful audio samples of each era along with more facts
written on screen. Note that Medieval is actually broken down into several sub-periods – Early, High and Late.

Evolution of Classical Music by Paint is a fun a cappella sampling of some major composers and their music in each 
period.
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